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Harbors frm. fmt. pg. 
The Lake Calumet Caciliqr treas 

20 millioe pUons of ha/ardnt 
waste water a year from se¥efal 
haadred iadustrial castoaMO. 
mostly in the Chicago metroiniitro 

"Virtually all inttaistry creates 
waste water," said 

Jim Laabsted. facilities 
compliance manager, said Ckaa 
Harbors of Chicago treatt waste 
from food processors, mills, 
chemical companies, plastics aad 
hygiene products manufacturers sad 
other sources. 

Only large industries can afford 
Che equipment needed ro trem their 
own waste water. Most companies 
produce lea than 10,000 gaUons a 
day. Clean Harbors provides tbeae 
industries with the service of 
disposing of their hazardous wasm 

Most of the contaminated 
comes to the facility in tanker 
tracks, although aome smaller 
ptoducen may only need a band of 
two ueaied. dean Haibon OB aho 
serve these seeds. 

The Lake Calumet facility is 
designed primarily to remove heavy 
metals - lead, mercury, chromium, 
arsenic, etc. - through chemical 
treatment of dte waste waier. 

Once removed, the contaminanis 
end up ia a clay-like "cake*. 
Because of the chemical trcatmeat 
they undergo at the plant, the havy 
metals in the cake are stable and 
cannot leech back into the 
environmeat. The cake is 
transported to a-apecbd wame 
landnu in liviagstam Illinois ior 
dtqjdsaL 

LaubsMd said thqp ope lint 
landfill because it is one of *e 
safest arom4 deipgned with eras 
precautioa lo prevent hazardora 
materiali bom leeching iiM te 
sea orpbsndwte. 

Enviroamentj law piA Uabfiqr 
on every piiqr ii« ever bndles *e 
hazardous products, all the way 

back 10 the producer. Forlbeirown 
protection and Cv the sake of their 
customen. Clean Harbors does all 
it can to be sure the waste is 
properly handled after it leaves (heir 
plant, Laubsied mid. 

The dctopufiod water is dmclrafed 
to the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamatioa District, which 
mooitoa Clcaa Harbors tgachargs 
daibr. 

or the 20 million gallons of 
hazardous wane water vriviag m 
the plant each year. 92 to 93 
percent ends up going down ihe 
sewer. Laobsred said. About 
10.000 ions of solid waste gett 
landftUcd from (he facility each 
year. 

The Clean Hnbors Chicago plan 
does not treat for orgaaic 
cooiaininanis Qike petrtileum or 
solvcnu). Small amaoms of nich 
contaminanu ae extracted ta their 
processes. These are filleted out. 
barreled and reMed. They cad up as 
hazardous wanm - less don 1 J)00 
gallons a year limm the phot - dot 
go to industrid users ttceased to 
burn them as fad. 

Neither do dmy treat for PCBh. 
Any sample containing theae 
highly toxic, non-degradiag 
chemicals is i^^ied and must be 
treated dsewhem. Laubsted said. 

Each waste product must be 
screened before it is accepted m 
Clean Harbon. Chemisu ase 
computerized equipment to check 
die samples far levels of differem 
coniaminsuus measured mparts pet 
billion. 

"Every sawpb. every truck, every 
barrel gets a bar-code," said 
Lanbsted. They are read likn a 

'grocery store manner and aOow dm 
product to be traced aD the way 
dmugh the ifirem. 

waste water dopeadi 

11*24,1993 _ 

dsanwhatiaW^ 

GhemisiinmBitor the 
throughM fae procen lo be sare 
the ioxha am remov^ from the 

aad how much there is. Clay 
Johnson estimated $125 as an 
avenge price 10 praoem each of the 
dnuns they receive. 

Clean Harbors, and other 
eavironmcnial service companies 
Oe h, operate umkr dm Beaourcc 
Conservatioa sod lacovery Act 
dlCRA) wUAioak Actk 1980. 

"Before 1980. ddsrarfr could go 
down the sewer." smd Lnnbsmd. 
The effect of the heavy metals and 
other contamiaaats ia the 
cavironment was "very bad", be 
Slid. Laubstod creAs RCRA for 
dm much improved ooaritiaa of the 
Great Lakes. 

But each type ef toxin in the 
water takes a (UfEcrent kind of 
creatmeat. 

"Prior to RCRA evoybody mixed 
everything together." Now industry 
tries to keep diffemn contaminanu 
separate to redaca the cost of 
treating them. 

That is also the ase with Ckan 
Harbors itself. GMer RCRA. 
certain indusirial praoenes sre hsttd 
as hazardous wame producers. 
While they produce dm sanm type 
of wasm as Clen nnhors presently 
treats as 'choracteanic* wasm. it 
costt more to Jiipaie of the end 
product because it comes from a 
"listed" source. 

"A listed wasm rays listed even 
after it is trcaiod.'mgliined George 
Hamper of the U3. EPA. 'A 
'characieristie' waraMetennined to 
be hazardous, but aot on the list) 
can be disposed of if it is treated to 
be proven safe.' 

'It's not very sciBUific.' admits 
Hamper, 'bmoa dn other hand, ii 
works prtRjr weL* He said the 
system waspntmifaoe as a way to 
start enroRiac'ltaM. "It's only 
existed since INO. It's still 

-maturing." 
Listed indu^ pmcesses include 
. - pfcfcling. and 

"WcTre aota incmeiaiar. Wete^ 
not a landfiL We're not pompiag 
staff into the air," said Lanhamd. 
SoM of dm procesroa prodace 
jiasies, but ifeqr are scrabhed or 
fEmicdbcfareheiag ideaaed. 
^e are-ran-uaaer*the' EPA 

(Environmeaai Protectkn Agency) 
aircmi- on Snits," Laubsted ?2id-

aO the solid wssmproduced ^ 
need more expemmctfisposaL 

For that ieasoa.C)eaa Harbors 
waits 10 expoai mi build s second 
treatment facility an its present site 
10 do the. sl^lfad of chemical 

' treatment fry xhese listed industry 
waste waters. 
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Oa'GPA ^ tt.aB C^lM-lttaorchdfllcal 
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laaddidoBttihei 
the Clcaa Harbors aae stores 
SS-ploo eum of hoordoos uuMs 
-of yaofMi citwifiraiinno. Theaa 

^ jeepii{M is wkhlaner batches fv 
hsQnaii^^cooUMeljnth Ifte. 

The OMI of ireatiaf bazardov 

Your Ad Could 
-Appear Here! 
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would alaoiodd 
awra siorafe woce for dr^oa. 
aOouiai dw » accq* aaore waste 
to steke lika. balk loads i*ore 
ofCckaUy. JOboaoo said. C|eao 
BaAqp. ved add fia s^ to 
MdfmndKplaM via Norfolk & 
SuudNiiiubkh nine adjacent 10 the 
dte. 

The ezpaasca would meaa an 
addUooal 10 » IS jobs at the 
pisnt. curreoily ea|rioyiBf S3 

Tha Oiiaois EPA wll hold public 
heariap on CleaB Harbors'permit 
WPicaiionoeJoly lSat7pja.at 
OUve Harvey CoDefc Theater, 
lOOtS-Woodhwa. 
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